
1st Sunday of Christmas 
December 26, 2021 

10:00 am 

Bold Text is read or sung by the congregation 
*Please Stand 

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 

WELCOME & THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  
And also with you. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Elder Pam Round 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from heaven! Praise God on the heights! 
Praise God, all of you who are God’s messengers! 
Let all of these praise the Lord’s name, because only God’s name is high over all. 
Praise the Lord! 

*OPENING HYMNS In the Bleak Midwinter (v. 1, 2, 4) No. 144 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 The First Nowell (v. 1&2) No. 147 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
Lord, you have given us the gift of your Son, yet we struggle to rejoice.  You 
have given us voice, but we resist singing.  Forgive us.  Remind us of your 
love, calm our spirits, open our mouths, that songs of thanksgiving may ring 
out in our hearts and in all the land. 

In the bleak midwinter, 
frosty wind made moan; 
earth stood hard as iron, 

water like a stone; 

Snow had fallen, 
snow on snow, snow on snow, 

in the bleak midwinter,  
long ago. 

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, 
nor earth sustain; 

heaven and earth shall flee away 
when he comes to reign: 

In the bleak midwinter 
a stable place sufficed 

the Lord God incarnate,  
Jesus Christ. 

What can I give him, 
poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, 
I would bring a lamb; 

If I were a wise man, 
I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him:  
give my heart. 

The first Nowell the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as 

they lay, 

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

Nowell, Nowell,  
Nowell, Nowell, 

born is the King of Israel. 

 

They looked up and saw a star 
shining in the east  
beyond them far; 

and to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both  

day and night. 

Nowell, Nowell,  
Nowell, Nowell, 

born is the King of Israel. 



ASSURANCE OF PARDON    

*SONG OF PRAISE Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me No. 582 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

SCRIPTURE READING  Luke 2:21-28 (CEB) 

*HYMN Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace No. 545 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Reading  Luke 2:33-38 (CEB) 

*HYMN What Child is This No. 145 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON “The Messiah Lives” Rev. Cindy Carlisle 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
and to the Son,  
whose grace has pardoned me, 

And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever 
shall be. Amen. 

World without end, without end. Amen. 
World without end, without end. Amen. 

World without end, without end. Amen. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever 
shall be. Amen. 

“Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me” TEXT: Trad. liturgical text; adapt. Paul M. Vasile, 2008; © 2008 Paul M. Vasile 
CCLI  License No. 11195013 

Lord, bid your servant go in peace; 
your word is now fulfilled. 
These eyes have seen  
salvation’s dawn, 
this child so long foretold. 

This is the Savior of the world,  
the Gentiles’ promised light, 
God’s glory dwelling in our midst,  
the joy of Israel. 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet  
with anthems sweet 
while shepherds watch  
are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, 
whom shepherds guard  
and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 

Why lies he in such mean estate 
where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear;  
for sinners here 
the silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear, shall pierce  
him through; 
the cross be borne for me, for you. 
Hail, hail, the Word made flesh, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 

So bring him incense, gold,  
and myrrh; 
come, one and all, to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 
let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Raise, raise the song on high. 
The virgin sings her lullaby. 
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 



*HYMN Angels We Have Heard on High (v. 1&2) No. 113 

 

 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (John 1:1-5, 9-14) 
In the beginning was the Word 
    and the Word was with God and the Word was God. 
The Word was with God in the beginning. 
Everything came into being through the Word, 
    and without the Word nothing came into being. 
What came into being 
    through the Word was life, and the life was the light for all people. 
The light shines in the darkness, 
    and the darkness doesn’t extinguish the light. 
The true light that shines on all people 
    was coming into the world.  
The light was in the world, 
    and the world came into being through the light, 
        but the world didn’t recognize the light. 
The light came to his own people, 
    and his own people didn’t welcome him. 
But those who did welcome him, 
        those who believed in his name, 
    he authorized to become God’s children, 
        born not from blood nor from human desire or passion, 
        but born from God. 
The Word became flesh 
    and made his home among us. 
We have seen his glory, 
    glory like that of a father’s only son, 
        full of grace and truth. 

*HYMN Good Christian Friends, Rejoice No. 132 

 

Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply 
echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
which inspire your heavenly song? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
give ye heed to what we say: 
Jesus Christ is born today; 

Ox and ass before him bow, 
and he is in the manger now. Christ is born 
today! 
Christ is born today! 

Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye hear of endless bliss: 
Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He has opened heaven’s door, 
and we are blest forevermore. 
Christ was born for this! 
Christ was born for this! 

Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus 
Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all to gain the ev-
erlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! 
Christ was born to save! 



*TITHES & OFFERINGS 

For online offerings, please scan the QR Code at the bottom of this page.   
For all offerings sent in the mail, dropped in the offering plate as you come in or leave, or 
made online, thank you! 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*HYMN Doxology No. 606 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
LORD’S PRAYER   GTG pg. 35 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name. 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, 
 as we forgive our debtors 
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory forever. Amen. 

*HYMN Go Tell It on the Mountain No. 136 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

*CHARGE & BENEDICTION 

*PEACE OF CHRIST 
The peace of Christ be with you.   
And also with you. 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born! 

While shepherds kept  
their watching 
o’er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens 
there shone a holy light. 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born! 

The shepherds feared  
and trembled 

when lo! above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus 
that hailed our Savior’s birth. 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born! 

Down in a lowly manger 
the humble Christ was born, 
and God sent us salvation 
that blessed Christmas morn. 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 
over the hills and everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain 
that Jesus Christ is born! 

“Prepare the Way, O Zion” 
TEXT: Frans Mikael Franzen, 1812, rev. 1819; trans. Augustus Nelson, 1958; adapt. Charles P. Price, 1980, alt.; 
© 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by Permission. CCLI  License No. 11195013 

“Praise God, from Whom  All Blessings Flow “(Doxology) TEXT: Thomas Ken, 1695, 1709 CCLI  License No. 11195013 



We are imperfect followers of Jesus Christ,  

continually being transformed by God’s love and forgiveness.  

We are building a vibrant, welcoming community that expresses that love in word 

and in action. Together we will nurture, be nurtured, and bring help  

and hope to the world.  

GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

8001 Magnetic St.  El Paso, Texas  915.755.8206    www.epgrace.com 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS 

Preaching - Rev. Cindy Carlisle 

Liturgist –  Elder Pam Round 

Pianist—Patricia Provencio  

Choir Director —Brittney Williams 

Technology -  Bob Jones, JT Thomas, Diane Thomas & Jim Collins 

December 27—January 2 

Events + Celebrations 

29 30 1 2  

No Bible Study 

BIRTHDAY 

Erna Wuolikainen 

BIRTHDAY 

Marloe Lower 
Happy New Year! 

Sunday Worship, 

10:00AM 

 

 

Prayers + Concerns 

Bob Hedicke  Nancy Pries 

Need to add or remove someone from the Prayers/Concerns list? 

Give us a call at (915) 755-8206 or email us at office@epgrace.com 


